Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 273 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.111; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.4.
In the title compound, C 11 H 9 NO 3 , the phenyl and isoxazole rings form a dihedral angle of 56.64 (8) . The carboxy group is almost in the same plane as the isoxazole ring with a C-C-C-O torsion angle of À3.3 (2) . In the crystal, pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into head-to-head dimers. C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds and -stacking interactions between phenyl rings [centroid-centroid distance = 3.9614 (17)Å ] link the dimers into a three-dimensional network.
Related literature
For the biological and pharmaceutical importance of isoxazoles, see: Basappa et al., (2003) ; Conti et al. (1998) ; Kang et al. (2000) ; Lee et al. (2009); Shin et al. (2005) ; Stevens & Albizati (1984) . For bond-length and angle data in related structures, see: Wolf et al. (1995) ; Chandra et al., (2013) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). such as anti-tumor (Kang et al., 2000) , antiviral (Lee et al., 2009 ), hypoglycemic (Conti et al., 1998 ), antifungal (Basappa et al., 2003 and anti-HIV activities (Shin et al., 2005) . In addition, isoxazoles and related compounds have attracted much interest because of their fungicidal, plant-growth regulating and antibacterial activities (Stevens & Albizati, 1984) .
As part of our interest in these compounds and our extensive background on isoxazole derivatives, we have synthesized the title compound to study its crystal structure. torsion angle = -3.3 (2)°). The bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges and are comparable to related structure (Wolf et al., 1995 & Chandra et al., 2013 . The crystal structure is stabilized by O-H···O bonds (Table 1) , which define head to head dimers, and weaker C-H···N bonds (Table 1) , thus defining planes parallel to (101) (Fig 2) . Finally, there are π···π stacking interacions between phenyl rings with Cg···Cg[1-x,1-y,-z] and slippage displacement distances of 3.9614 (17)Å and 1.284Å respectively (Fig 3) which link planes into a 3D structure.
A mixture of benzaldehyde oxime (1 mmol), ethyl acetoacetate (2 mmol) and anhydrous zinc chloride (0.1 mmol) were taken in a 10 ml round bottomed flask and the contents were gradually heated to 60°C without any solvent for about one hour. After completion of the reaction (as indicated by TLC), the mixture was cooled to room temperature and ethanol was added with stirring for about 30 min. The solid ethyl 5-methyl-3-phenylisoxazole-4-carboxylate thus obtained was treated with 5% NaOH (10 ml) at room temperature for about 4hr. After completion of the reaction (as indicated by TLC), the reaction mixture was acidified with 2 N HCl. The solids thus obtained were filtered and recrystalized from hot ethanol to get crystals of the title compound.
Refinement
H atoms were placed at idealized positions and allowed to ride on their parent atoms with C-H distances in the range of 0.93 to 0.96 Å; U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (carrier atom) for all H atoms. ) is used only for calculating -R-factor-obs etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Computing details

Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å
